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Belgian artist Tom Herck sets off to an adventure 
in the Canadian wilderness. “Two of my friends 
regularly travel to Canada and fell in love with 
the country and after seeing some pictures 
and hearing stories about grizzly bears, moose 
and other cool stuff, I decided to join them on a 
trip. They took me to this camp more then 400 
kilometers away from the nearest town where 
there’s almost no signal for cell phones. A place 
where if an accidents with animals, guns or 
other stuff happens, a helicopter has to come. 
A rough place, not suitable for any average guy. 
My friends had previously talked about me to the 
owner of the plane and after some talking, he 
asked me to paint his plane, a DHC2, also known 

as Beaver plane. The pilot who ownes the plane 
is a rough but nice guy. He survived a plane crash 
and suffered severe burns. Fascinated by his 
story I got to work. There were no cans available 
so I used the paint and brushes that were avail-
able and  had to mix most of the colours. I could 
do whatever I wanted and I quickly came up with 
the text ‘fly fast, die last’, a way of honouring this 
tough guy’s rough life. The overall design became 
a bold eagle, an animal that is threatened with 
extinction and lives in that area. One side of 
the plane has the bird in life, the other side his 
skeleton. 
Once the job was finished, we went to take 
pictures. The pilot was running the plane across 

the lake in circles and we were in a boat taking 
photographs. All went well until the plane came 
roaring towards us. We kept the boat running in 
front but all of a sudden the engine blocked and 
we couldn’t get it running again. The plane had 
too much speed to stop or avoid us and bumped 
right into the boat with the blades just inches 
away from me. At that point I jumped of the boat 
and submerged into the ice cold water, wearing 
a big winter coat, a hat and heavy shoes, risking 
serious hypothermia. I got pulled the shore by 
my friends and put on some dry warm clothes. I 
had to take new pictures, because unfortunatly 
my Nikon drowned...” Turns out both the pilot 
and Tom are hard to kill!
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